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The ALL IN ONE guide to Woodburners & Multi-fuel Stoves

Benefits of StovesStove heat output is measured in Kilowatts Per Stoves 

Come with lower energy bills 

Wood is a carbon neutral source and is thus environmentally friendly 

Stoves are aesthetically pleasing, and can add value to your house

Wood can be sourced and seasoned and used as free fuel

Types of Stove

Wood burning stoves allow you to burn wood only

Multi-fuel stoves allow you to burn solid fuels (coal) and wood

Inset stoves are designed to slot into an opening in the wall, usually an existing 
fireplace opening 

Boiler stoves are fitted with a back boiler, which can be plumbed into your central 
heating. This can heat your water tank and radiators

Double front stoves come with two front panels, with a window in each. These are 
suitable for open planned rooms or rooms that share a single chimney breast

Pellet stoves burn small pellets that are usually stored alongside the appliance in 
a hopper and feed through automatically when needed

Defra approved stoves are suitable for use in smoke control areas
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Q What is the difference between Wood burning and multi-fuel stoves?

Wood burning stoves and Multi-fuel stoves both look the same

Woodburning stoves have flatbeds, as wood burns best sitting on a bed of ash

Multi-fuel stoves have riddling grates, allowing air to flow from beneath the fuel

Wood burning stoves have a fixed grate with a flat base and no ash pan 

Multi-fuel stoves can burn wood, smokeless fuel and coal

Woodburning stoves can only burn wood, and wood substitutes

Most modern stoves are wood burning stoves

Wood burning stoves are more environmentally friendly

Q What size of stove do I need to heat my room?

Stove heat output is measured in Kilowatts Per Hour (kW) 

Measure the length, width and height of the room 

Take matters such as lack of double glazing, high ceilings, stairs in room into 

consideration

How to Calculate size of stove: Width x Length x Height

e.g. 8m long x 4m wide x 2.5m high = 80 Cubic Metres of air

Consider how well the room is insulated: For poor insulated room divide by 10 / For 

insulated room divide by 15 / For well insulated room divide by 23

80 Cubic Metres divided by 15 (average insulated Room) = 5.33 Kw .You would be 

looking at a stove with heat output of 5Kw and above
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Alternatives to Wood Eco Logs, made from compressed sawdust, low in moisture and not prone to spark.

x DON’T BURN in Woodburning Stove Wood that has been treated with varnish or paint / Unseasoned wood /
                                                                       Wood from poisonous plants / Coal or any other fuel
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The Best Woods for a Woodburning Stove
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What to burn in Multi-fuel stoves

Since wood is suitable to be burnt on a multi-fuel stove, the advice on the best 
types of wood to use as fuel apply here too

Smokeless coal, anthracite, peat

Q What is Defra Approved?

Defra Exempt Stoves are stoves that are cleared to burn specified fuels in smoke 
control areas 

DEFRA stands for the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and is a 
government department in the UK 

If you live in a smoke controlled area, you will need a Defra-exempt stove or to 
only burn smokeless fuel on a multi-fuel stove

Do you live in a smoke controlled area? https://www.gov.uk/smoke-control-area-
rules

DEFRA approved, you can be assured of a clean burning, high efficiency stove

Is your stove DEFRA exempt? check http://smokecontrol.defra.gov.uk/appliances.
php

https://www.gov.uk/smoke-control-area-rules
https://www.gov.uk/smoke-control-area-rules
http://smokecontrol.defra.gov.uk/appliances.php%20
http://smokecontrol.defra.gov.uk/appliances.php%20
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Installations & Regulations

Building regulations for stoves are found in Document J of the Building Regulations 
2010. Please read for full details http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/
BR_PDF_ADJ_2010.pdf

A notice plate must be fitted as part of a stove installation

A carbon monoxide alarm is now a legal requirement for new wood burning stoves

If you self install a stove your Councils Local Building Control office must sign it off. 
This usually costs between £120 - £300

Alternatively you can use a HETAS approved installer, who is qualified to self 
certify

Stove Efficiency

Manufacturers provide an efficiency rating on stoves

The percentage rating tells you how much fuel will heat your home and how much 
will be lost during burning

Open coal fires have an efficiency rate of around 25%, with 75% of energy being 
lost 

Most wood burning stoves have an efficiency rating of between 70% and 80%

Pellet stoves can be as high as 95%

Don’t rely on manufacturers rating, read reviews

Defra exempt stoves are highly efficient

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/BR_PDF_ADJ_2010.pdf
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/BR_PDF_ADJ_2010.pdf
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Q Use Seasoned Wood and how to dry out Logs

Well-seasoned wood is wood that has been cut and stored to allow it to dry out 
and reduce the water content

Wood should be stored under a cover to protect it from rain but with a good supply of air 

General rule is one year for softwood conifers, such as fir, and longer for 
hardwood trees, such as oak

Store the wood you will be burning over the next few days beside the stove to 
ensure it is as dry as possible 

When buying firewood from a supplier, make sure it has been cut and split before 
storage and left for at least a year

How do you recognise well-seasoned wood?
http://www.gr8fires.co.uk/articles/stoves-use-properly-dried-wood

Stove TerminologyStove heat output is measured in Kilowatts Per Stoves 

Flue: The pipe that takes the gases away from your stove.

Flue Collar: The connection between the stove flue outlet and the flue pipe.

Chimney Liner: The flue pipe that is placed inside a wider chimney to encourage efficiency.

Cowl: A cap that sits on top of a chimney to keep birds and rainwater out or improve draw.

Closure Plate: A plate that surrounds a flue liner at the bottom of a chimney for cosmetic 
reasons and to stop heat escaping.

Register Plate: A plate that surrounds a flue where there is no chimney liner to prevent 
smoke and gases being released into the room.

Clean Burn Technology: Introduces an additional air supply to the stove to stop 
flammable gases disappearing up the flue without being burnt.

Airwash Technology: Forces air from the top vent over the glass to prevent tar and soot 
being deposited.

http://www.gr8fires.co.uk/articles/stoves-use-properly-dried-wood
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Q Do I need a chimney?

No. The easiest and cheapest option is to have a twin wall flue fitted. This is 
effectively an insulated steel flue that is added to your property chimney that is 
added to your property

When your stove is fitted, the flue will usually pass almost immediately through an 
outdoor wall and continue up the outside of the building

Alternatively, it might run inside the building and out through the roof. This avoids 
having the pipes outside your home but might cause inconvenience in the rooms 
the flue passes through

The latter approach is particularly well suited to contemporary stoves that are 
intended to be freestanding features in a room rather than placed in a traditional 
fire opening

Q How much does a stove cost?

Cast iron stoves can range from £220 pounds to thousands

More expensive stoves are more powerful, better designed with more features and 
manufactured by brand names

Useful LinksStove heat output is measured in Kilowatts Per Stoves Come 

Hetas - www.hetas.co.uk Official Government recognised body for the registered 
stove installers

Chimney Sweeps - www.nacs.org.uk National Association of Chimney Sweepers

GR8Fires - www.gr8fires.co.uk

http://www.hetas.co.uk
http://www.nacs.org.uk
http://www.gr8fires.co.uk

